
Wonder

December is God whispering, 

Please. Come. Closer.

Discover abundance within.

Marvel at the gifts I’ve bestowed.



Dian Van Dalen 
had all the recipe 
ingredients!



Dian enjoyed the 
making of 
“winter” smell!



Pat Ramsey’s “winter” 
recipe, with an expanded 
cinnamon stick!



Patricia Sanders Hall 
uses oranges, apple peel, 
teas and spices in a      
1-quart crockpot to 
simmer all day!



Carla Rieke (and her 
Christmas puppy) 
enjoyed a beautiful 
fragrance to fill her 
home!



Tonya Neelly slow 
simmered this 
wonderful fragrance!



Share your one word about the 

month of December – what did 

you hear God whispering to you? 

Did you discover abundance? 

Was there a gift that offered     

joy or meaning?



What is your wintry comfort –

a scented candle?

Simmering spices? 

Warm spot in your house? 



Share your 
baptism story –
in what way and 
at what age were 
you baptized?

Do you have a 
way to 
intentionally 
remember your 
baptism and the 
meaning of it?



How do you experience 
communion? 

Is it a meaningful 
sacrament to you, even 
while worshipping at 
home with online or   
TV services?



When have you 
experienced the light 
breaking through after  
a dark time of life? 

How did that light   
show itself?



What blessings 

do you see 

before you 

right now?



What’s your favorite 

recipe 

or 

meal 

this week?



A rite of winter…Smell…
1 whole star anise
1 cinnamon stick
6 whole cloves
1 or 2 bay leaves
Peel of orange or clementine
Cover with water, simmer on stove

…It fills the house with “winter” 
and the making of it each morning

is almost sacramental.
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Winter Solstice
Once again, darkness blankets the hours. Once 
again, we’ve come to longest night… But the drama 
doesn’t stop there…In the end, the longest night 
breaks, exuberantly, into undeniable daylight. 

Trust in the dawn. 
Put your faith in the 

heavenly proof: 
Light comes again.
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Count Your Blessings

Blueprints for beholding the Holy, practicing the art 
of paying supreme attention… sprinkled throughout 
the month, for homegrown encounters with the 
wonder-filled. 

Steamy mugs of hot cocoa… 
a sweetened invitation 

to deepened conversation.
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Recipe Box

In short, the magic trick is this: overnight soak, 
swift slide in the oven, and—poof!—rising cloud 
of cinnamon, yolk, and butter…

When those who snooze 
need an extra dollop of 

oomph to arise and 
seize the day.
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