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Worship – June 2021              
Hymns: The Stories of our Faith 
 
Opening Prayer  
Holy God, Thank You for this 
day and for this time of 
worship where we can glorify 
Your name. Open our hearts, 
minds, and souls to hear what 
You would want us to hear. 
Gracious God, be with us, 
inspire us, and lead us in our time together. We ask this all in Your 
mighty name, Amen.  
 

Hymn of Praise – Come, Christians, Join to Sing (UMH 158 vs 1) 
https://youtu.be/28Ic6bN0uVI   
1.Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen!  Loud praise to 

Christ our King: Alleluia! A-men! Let all, with heart and voice, before 

his throne rejoice; Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

What are you thankful for today? (Congregants offer expressions of 
gratitude. After each expression, the congregation responds with 
“Thank you God!”). In response to these prayers of Thanksgiving, let 
us sing the Doxology: 

Doxology – Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
https://youtu.be/pxg358xJ6_w 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all 
creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/28Ic6bN0uVI
https://youtu.be/pxg358xJ6_w
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Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional Version) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the 
third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
The holy catholic church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body,  
And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Hymn – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (UMH 400 vs 1) 
https://youtu.be/bFUzH9WdG8k  

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy 
grace; steams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest 
praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues 
above. Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming 
love.  
 

 
Scripture- 2 Corinthians 1: 3-6 (CEB) 
“May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! He is 
the compassionate Father and God of all comfort. He is the one who 
comforts us in all our trouble so that we can comfort other people 
who are in every kind of trouble. We offer the same comfort that we 
ourselves received from God.” 

https://youtu.be/bFUzH9WdG8k
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Devotional1 
Our hymn of focus this month is “What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus,” written by Joseph Scriven. Scriven was born in 1819 in 
Ireland. Scriven received an education at Trinity College in Dublin, 
Ireland and had planned to pursue a military career, but had to 
give that dream up because of his poor health.  

Soon after learning that his military career would not work 
out, Scriven received the heartbreaking news that his fiancé had 
drowned in a horrible accident the night before they were to be 
wed. Following this loss, Scriven became involved with the 
practices and teachings of the Plymouth Brethren. He moved to 
Canada in 1844 where he led a Plymouth Brethren fellowship and 
taught school. As he was teaching, Scriven became engaged again, 
but tragically his new fiancé passed away from illness shortly 
before they were to be wed.  

Following this second loss, Scriven dedicated himself to 
ministry work and helping those who were less fortunate. He 
sought to live according to the Sermon on the Mount: taking a 
vow of poverty, selling his earthly possessions, and seeking to 
share all that he had with those in need. He was described by 
hymnologist, Albert Bailey, as “the man who saws wood for poor 
widows and sick people who are unable to pay.”2  Scriven also 
published a collection of poetic works, Hymns and Other Verses, 
which included seventy-one hymns.  

 

 
1 Research for devotional came from these two sites: 1) Dr. Hawn. “History of Hymns: Famed Hymn begins as poem in time 
of sorrow” UMC Discipleship.org, May 24, 2013. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-famed-
hymn-begins-as-poem-in-time-of-sorrow. Accessed May 2021.     2) Julian, John. “Joseph Medlicott Scriven,” Hymnary.org, 
https://hymnary.org/person/Scriven_JM. Accessed May 2021. 
2 UMC article. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-famed-hymn-begins-as-poem-in-time-of-sorrow
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-famed-hymn-begins-as-poem-in-time-of-sorrow
https://hymnary.org/person/Scriven_JM


4 
 

It is thought that Scriven wrote “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus” after learning that his mom was suffering from a great 
illness back in Ireland. He was unable to afford to travel home and 
see her, so he wrote a poem entitled, “Pray Without Ceasing,” in 
hopes that it might be a source of comfort for his mom. Scriven 
had not planned for the poem to be shared with others, but near 
the end of his life, a friend who was sitting with Scriven as he 
himself was ill, found the poem and loved it. The poem was shared 
publicly at this point and set to music by attorney and composer, 
Charles Converse. Scriven passed away in 1886 near Ontario. 

Scriven experienced great heartache and loss throughout his 
life. His relationship with God helped him through his grief journey 
and helped him find new meaning in life. There are two things I 
believe Scriven would want to make sure are a priority for us in life: 
1) prayer and 2) being in community with others. 

In thinking about prayer first, and in looking to the lyrics of his 
hymn, Scriven encourages persons to take all feelings, particularly 
those that are hard and heavy to “God in prayer.” In doing this, 
Scriven speaks of finding “peace” and “solace.” 

 

Expanding on Scriven’s lyrics, I wanted to share this quote by 
author Philip Yancey: “Persistent prayer keeps bringing God and me 
together, with several important benefits. As I pour out my soul to 
God, I get it off my chest, so to speak, unloading some of my burden 
to One who can handle it better. . . What I learn from spending time 
with God then better equips me to discern what God wants me to 
do on earth, as well as my role in that plan.”3 

 

 
3 Yancey, Philip. Prayer: Does it Make any Difference? Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2006. Pg 152.  
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In other words, prayer gives us a safe space to verbalize our 
feelings to God who: receives our words and emotions without 
judgment, extends grace and love in response, and who 
compassionately comforts us, understanding what it is to suffer and 
lose those we love. God can handle all our heavy emotions. Through 
prayer we also receive guidance from God, which helps us navigate 
our difficult time and guides us in fulfilling God’s mission on earth.  

 

As we think about living in community, we must remember that 
Scriven wrote this hymn for his mom who was suffering. Scriven was 
sharing with his mom things that had once helped him in his time of 
suffering. This made me think of Paul’s words to the city of Corinth, 
“[God] is the one who comforts us in all our trouble so that we can 
comfort other people who are in every kind of trouble.” God 
comforts us in hard times and then empowers us to comfort others 
as difficulties arise. God created us to live in community, hoping that 
we might truly walk through all of life’s events together.  
 
Let us be in an attitude of prayer, as we sing now, “What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus” (UMH 526 vs 1 and 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEnHfvyqXOo  

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! O what 
peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, all 
because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEnHfvyqXOo
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Favorite Hymns 
Hymn – Blessed Assurance (UMH 369 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6cOOLTDAaQ  

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory 
divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed 
in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all 
the day long; this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior 
all the day long. 
 

Hymn – Amazing Grace (UMH 378 vs 1, 2 and 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c  

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I 
see.  

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears 
relieved; how precious did that grace appear the hour I first 
believed. 

6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as     
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d 
first begun.  

 
Hymn – It is Well with My Soul (UMH 377 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg5O2y1UXw4  
1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like 
sea billows roll; whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is 
well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain: It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6cOOLTDAaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg5O2y1UXw4
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Communion Liturgy 
We have come to the time in our service to remember Holy 
Communion. From Matthew 26, I would remind you that at the Last 
Supper “While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; 
this is my body.’  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 
it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  

 
 
Communion Prayer 
We are not able to physically take Communion today so please hear 
this prayer as a reminder of this important sacrament: 
My Jesus, we believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. We love 
you above all things and long for you in our soul. Since we cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into our 
hearts. We adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn – On Eagle’s Wings (UMH 143) 
https://youtu.be/kzVL_Z2YL9g  

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath 
of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of 
God’s hand.  
 
Guidance for Prayer Time 
How do we pray?4 
A: Adoration 
C: Confession 
T: Thanksgiving 
S: Supplication/requests 
 
Pope Francis’ 5 Finger 
Prayer Guide5: Using 
the 5 fingers on your 
hand, start with the 
thumb and pray these 
intentions in this order: 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction from Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
4 The Alpha Course Manual, Alpha North America, 2008, pg 32. 
5 https://prayray.com/five-finger-prayer-method-pope-francis/    

https://youtu.be/kzVL_Z2YL9g
https://prayray.com/five-finger-prayer-method-pope-francis/
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