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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

IIIINTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTIONNTRODUCTION    ////////    By Rev. Jeff Kirby 
 

If a person were picking up and reading the New Testament for the first time, they would quickly 

conclude that its major theme relates to the phrase “the Kingdom of God.” When Jesus taught, 

it was about the Kingdom. When he told parables, they usually began with the words “The 

Kingdom of God is like…” When Jesus healed the sick or cast out demons, it was seen as evidence 

of the Kingdom of God. In the Lord’s Prayer we are taught to pray “May your Kingdom come and 

your will be done…” In the words of the Bible scholar George Ladd, “Modern scholarship is quite 

unanimous in the opinion that the Kingdom of God was the central message of Jesus.”  

However, this subject that was so central to Jesus is often given little thought by His 

contemporary followers. What did Jesus mean by the phrase “the Kingdom of God”? What did 

his hearers think Jesus meant by this phrase? Was there a common and well-understood 

meaning to the concept of “the Kingdom of God”?   

First century historian N.T. Wright has written: “…first, when Jesus spoke of the ‘reign’ or 

‘kingdom’ of Israel’s god, he was deliberately evoking an entire story-line that he and his hearers 

knew quite well; second, that he was retelling this familiar story in such a way as to subvert and 

redirect its normal plot.” In other words, Jesus and his audience knew well the commonly held 

beliefs about the Kingdom of God, yet Jesus transformed their traditional meanings. In order to 

understand the central message of Jesus, we must seek to comprehend what Jesus and his 

original listeners had in mind. 

Only when we have undertaken this work can we begin to ask what relevance the message of 

the Kingdom of God would soon invade human history and establish his kingly heaven on earth? 

What, if any, relationship does the Kingdom of God have with the church of today? These are 

some of the questions we hope to study in this portion of the “I Believe” Series.  

Our study will develop according to these topics: 

1. The Old Testament Hope of the Kingdom 

2. Jesus’ Announcement of the Kingdom of God 

3. Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

4. The Parables of the Kingdom of God 

5. Jesus’ Mighty Works and the Kingdom of God 

6. Jesus’ Death and the Kingdom 

7. “Thy Kingdom Come”…  

May God grant us eyes to see and a heart to seek first His Kingdom and its righteousness, 

knowing that all other things will be added as well.   – Jeff Kirby 
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 1ASESSION 1ASESSION 1ASESSION 1A    ////////    The Old Testament Hope of the Kingdom  
 

It is impossible to understand the teaching and ministry of Jesus without a working knowledge 

of the Old Testament. Although the precise phrase “the Kingdom of God” does not appear in the 

Old Testament, the concept of God’s kingly rule and reign is common. God is worshipped as 

both the King of Israel and the King of all the earth. But how can God be celebrated as King now, 

yet be described as a King whose reign is in the future?  

The ancient prophets of Israel anticipated a future day when God would dramatically enter 

human history and make right all that is wrong. This hoped-for day became known as “the day 

of the Lord.” For some Old Testament prophets, this future kingdom is described in “this present 

world” imagery (Amos 9:13-15), while others see an altogether new heaven and new earth (Isaiah 

65: 17). This great future dividing line was envisioned in history, separating this present age and 

the future age to come. Just how this was to occur and what signs there would be of its 

immanence was a matter of much speculations. Many of the differences between first century 

Jewish factions (like Sadducees and Pharisees) could be found in how they anticipated the future 

Kingdom coming, and what people should do to prepare for it. What became certain was the 

painful reality that this present age was evil, characterized by human sin, suffering, wickedness, 

injustice and death.  

The Old Testament hope of the Kingdom was rooted in the expectation that God was about to 

enter this present age either progressively or through a catastrophic event and establish His rule 

and reign. When God’s Kingdom did arrive, it was to be characterized by three essential realities: 

The return of the people of Israel from exile, the defeat of all of Israel’s enemies (whether they 

be Assyrians, Babylonians or Romans), and the rebuilding and restoration of the Jewish temple 

in Jerusalem. It was this long hoped-for Kingdom that became the centerpiece of all that Jesus 

taught and did.  

We could illustrate the Old Testament view of history with this simple time line. This diagram 

illustrates the commonly held world-view of first century Israel, including that of Jesus.  

 

 

 

The future Kingdom of God may be faster in its coming were it not for the difficulty of displacing 

the already in place Kingdom of this Age. This present evil age stands in opposition to all of 

God’s purposes and is energized by spiritual forces of evil, demons and devils. The Kingdom 

coming is not another world or heavenly state, but will be a “this world” reality. This present evil 

age must be displaced, and will not yield the playing field easily.  

The Present (evil) Age        The Day of the Lord    The Age to Come 
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 1ASESSION 1ASESSION 1ASESSION 1A    ////////    The Old Testament Hope of the Kingdom     ////////  QUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONSQUESTIONS 

 

1. Read Amos 9:13-15. How does the prophet Amos envision the future Kingdom of God? Does 

this Kingdom appear to be in this world or in “heaven”? What does Amos see as the 

characteristics of the coming Kingdom?  

 

 

 

 

2. Read Isaiah 65:17-25. How does the prophet Isaiah see the future? According to Isaiah, what 

will be the characteristics of the age to come? 

 

 

 

 

3. Read Daniel chapter 2. How does Daniel know the King’s dream? What are the specific 

features of the King’s dream? What does Daniel say the dream means? How does this dream 

relate to our study of the Kingdom of God?  

 

 

 

 

4. If we try to combine these three images of the Kingdom of God from the Old Testament, 

what might the people of Jesus’ day have been expecting concerning the coming Kingdom?  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 1BSESSION 1BSESSION 1BSESSION 1B    ////////    Jesus’ Announcement of the Kingdom of God 

 

Mark’s gospel introduces the public ministry of Jesus with these words:  

“After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 

“The time has come”, he said. “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good 

news.” Mark 1:14-15  

Jesus’ announcement of the Kingdom of God was not delivered in a vacuum. Both Jesus and his 

hearers had very clear expectations as to what the Kingdom of God should be. Jesus was drawing 

upon the story of ancient Israel and her core beliefs of monotheism (the belief in just one God) 

and Israel’s unique election (the belief that God had chosen Israel in a unique way). From this 

foundation grew the conviction that the one true God was uniquely covenanted with Israel, that 

YHWH would act decisively in history to return Israel from exile, defeat her enemies, and YHWH 

would return in power to dwell within a reconstructed temple.  

God’s Kingdom, to the Jews-in-the-village in the first century, meant the coming 

vindication of Israel, victory over the pagans, the eventual gift of peace, justice and 

prosperity. It is scarcely surprising that, when a prophet appeared announcing that this 

kingdom was dawning, and that Israel’s God was at last becoming King, he found an eager 

audience.    

N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God (p. 204)  

Both Matthew and Luke summarize the public ministry of Jesus as teaching, preaching the good 

news of the Kingdom, and healing every disease among the people (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Luke 

4:43; 8:1). This Kingdom announcement would also become the focus of Jesus’ disciples’ message 

and ministry activity (Luke 8:2, 10:8-11). 

In summary, Jesus announced that his presence, by word and deed, the future kingly rule of 

YHWH was about to burst forth. Again, to quote historian N.T. Wright, “We have substantial 

historical ground under our feet in saying that Jesus’ characteristic message was the 

announcement of the Kingdom” (p.227). Just how Jesus’ announced kingdom was going to 

materialize is the subject of our subsequent studies.  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 1BSESSION 1BSESSION 1BSESSION 1B    ////////    Jesus’ Announcement of the Kingdom of God  //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. When you consider the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what impressions come to mind? If 

someone were to ask you, “What did Jesus mean by the Kingdom of God?”, how would you 

reply?  

 

 

 

 

2. How important would it be to measure current beliefs or understandings of the Kingdom of 

God against what Jesus originally meant? Do you think this can be done with much accuracy?  

 

 

 

 

3. Imagine yourself a first century Jewish listener of the preaching of Jesus. How would you have 

understood his Kingdom proclamation?  

 

 

 

 

4. Knowing that other “Messiahs” were about trying to create insurrections against Roman rule, 

usually resulting in brutal retaliations, does the people’s reluctance to believe in Jesus make 

more sense? See the response of the people in Luke 4:28-30 as an example.  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 2ASESSION 2ASESSION 2ASESSION 2A    ////////    Jesus and the Kingdom of God 

    

Jesus preached a message beginning with these words, “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent 

and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15) There has been much debate as to what exactly the 

word “kingdom” means in this setting. The Hebrew word (Malkuth) can mean rule, reign, or 

dominion. The meaning of the phrase Kingdom of God would include God’s dynamic rule and 

reign, the exercise of His kingly power. We should not think of Kingdom in the modern sense of 

a geographical or political realm, but rather as the exercise of Kingly rule and authority. 

If we think of the Kingdom as the sphere of God’s influence, we can begin to make sense of the 

bewildering array of concepts under the phrase “Kingdom of God.” The Kingdom can be both 

present and still future, it can be among us now yet still be prayed for. In the words of New 

Testament scholar George Ladd: “God’s Kingdom – his reign – can have more than one meaning. 

God is now King, but He must also become King.”  

Jesus saw his ministry as launching the final phrase of God’s rule and reign. With great skill and 

Biblical dexterity, Jesus describes that the kingdom campaign is on, but he does not predict its 

completion. Note for example how Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1-2 when speaking in the Jewish 

synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4:18-19). Jesus affirms his messianic calling but stops mid-

sentence, unwilling to declare that the “day of vengeance of our God” had also come. Jesus 

would battle the powers of the Devil for 40 days in the wilderness, emerging victorious and in 

the strength of the Spirit.  

In Jesus Christ, the concept of the Kingdom of God would undergo a major re-definition without 

abandoning the major tenants of Jewish expectations. The Kingdom was coming, not in 

eschatological furry, but with the subtlety of seeds sown in the spring. The children of the 

Kingdom of light and darkness would grow up side by side, only to be sorted out in an end-of-

time harvest. The present coming of the Kingdom will mean the eventual destruction of Satan 

and his pseudo-kingdom, but done through the preaching and healing ministry of Jesus and his 

followers. In Jesus, the dynamic rule of God has appeared. Jesus has entered “the strong man’s 

house, tied down the strong man, and begun to carry off his possessions.” (See Matthew 12:29) 
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 2ASESSION 2ASESSION 2ASESSION 2A    ////////    Jesus and the Kingdom of God  //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. What does it mean to us that Jesus Christ is reigning at this moment? What is He reigning 

over? What is the sphere of His rule? (Matthew 28:18) 

 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to us, that Jesus Christ will rule in the future? How does this concept 

dovetail with the idea of Jesus reigning at this moment?  

 

 

 

 

3. Contrast the differences of a geographical or political kingdom with a relational kingdom. 

What do each of these kingdoms involve? Do they have any similarities?  

 

 

 

 

4. In what ways would Jesus’ concept of the Kingdom of God, challenge Jewish expectations? 

Does it challenge us today? If so, in what ways?  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 2BSESSION 2BSESSION 2BSESSION 2B    ////////    The Parables of the Kingdom of God     

 

The Gospel of Mark describes the teaching method of Jesus in these words, “He taught them 

many things by parables…He did not say anything to them without using a parable.” (Mark 4:2, 

34) One of the reasons a serious study of parables is difficult for us today is the thought that we 

already know all about them. But why did Jesus teach in parables? Just because a parable is well 

known to us does not guarantee that we know what Jesus meant by the story. 

We may think Jesus’ parables were always polite, appropriate and in good taste. According to 

author Robert Capon, nothing could be further from the truth: 

“Jesus spoke in strange, bizarre, disturbing ways. He balked at almost no comparison, 

however irreverent or unrefined. Apparently, he found nothing odd about holding up, as 

a mirror to God’s ways, a mixed bag of questionable characters: an unfair employer, and 

even a man who gives help only to bona-fide pests. Furthermore, Jesus not only spoke in 

parables, he thought in parables, acted in parables, and regularly insisted that what he 

was proclaiming could not be set forth in any way other than parables. He was practically 

an ambulatory parable in and of himself: he cursed fig trees, walked on water, planted 

coins in fishes’ mouths, and for his final act, sailed up into a cloud.”  

The parables of Jesus related directly to his message of the Kingdom of God. The parables must 

not be understood as generalized stories teaching universal principles of kindness. The parables 

are neither morality plays or fables. They were created by Jesus to communicate an essential 

spiritual truth related to the in-breaking of God’s rule and reign. When studying the parables, we 

should try to incorporate into our understanding the setting in which the story was told.  

Through the parables, Jesus is defining and redefining the nature of the kingdom. He both 

incorporates already existing beliefs and redefines traditional expectations of how the Kingdom 

of God will materialize. Some of Jesus’ parables express themes of grace and acceptance, others 

of divine displeasure and judgment. The warnings of coming judgment and national disaster 

could not be more severe or foreboding. Jesus fulfills the role of the Jewish prophet, warning by 

word and deed the destruction about the befall the Holy City Jerusalem. 
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 2BSESSION 2BSESSION 2BSESSION 2B    ////////    The Parables of the Kingdom of God        //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower in Mark 4. This story is also told in Matthew and Luke’s 

Gospels. Many scholars believe this parable was taught by Jesus often and served as a key to 

understanding all of his parables. This may help explain his comment to the disciples when 

he said, “Don’t you understand this parable? How will you understand any parable?” (Mark 

4:13) What do you think this parable means as it relates to the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

 

 

2. Read the parables of Matthew 13. How do they correspond to the Parables of Mark 4? How 

do these stories relate to the theme of the Kingdom of God? What unique aspect of God’s 

coming kingdom does each story convey?  

 

 

 

 

3. What advantage might there have been in Jesus teaching through the use of parables? Was 

he trying to be secretive? Was there any sense that Jesus did not want everyone to respond 

to his message? What shall we make of Mark 4:10-12?  

 

 

 

 

4. Read the Parable of the Tenants found in Matthew 21:33-46. What do you think Jesus is 

saying by telling this story? What is the “punch-line” found in verse 43? What was the 

response of the people?  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 3ASESSION 3ASESSION 3ASESSION 3A    ////////    Jesus’ Mighty Works and the Kingdom of God     

 

Have you ever seen the bumper sticker that reads, “My Boss is a Jewish Carpenter?” I guess it is 

intended to make people think (I’m not really sure what the message is) but if the sticker told 

the whole story, it should read, “My Boss is a Jewish Evangelist, Faith-Healer and Exorcist!” While 

this is not the most user-friendly bumper sticker, however it is much closer to the truth.  

The Gospel of Mark describes the ministry of Jesus in this way: 

“That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 

The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. 

He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they 

knew who he was…So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in the synagogues and 

driving out demons.” (Mark 1:32-34, 39) 

Jesus preached the gospel of the Kingdom of God, healed the sick and cast out demons. It was 

this display of divine power and authority that so impressed the people. After healing a paralytic 

man in front of a crowd, the people responded by saying, “we have never seen anything like 

this!” (Mark 2:12) It was the exercise of divine authority that caused demons to flee, disciples to 

tremble and religious authorities to conspire against him. 

What is the relationship between the mighty works of Jesus and his message of the Kingdom of 

God? This question is brought bluntly to the surface when Jesus’ detractors insist that he is not 

operating in divine power but demonic. “It is only Beelzebub, the price of demons that this fellow 

drives out demons.” (Matthew 12:28) Of course their accusations are illogical, even nonsensical, 

as Jesus points out asking, “Why would Satan cast out Satan?” Then he delivers the punch-line, 

or better the knock-out punch. “But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom 

of God has come upon you.” (Matthew 12:28) The connection becomes clear. Jesus is empowered 

but the Spirit and authority of YHWH. When Jesus demands the evil spirits depart they have no 

choice but to obey him. There is only one conclusion to be achieved, the God of Israel was 

becoming King. He was exercising his power to rule and reign by defeating spiritual forces of 

evil. The true enemy of God’s purposes turns out not to be foreign political rulers or occupying 

forces only, but the ancient diabolical forces of Satan. 

The mighty works of Jesus therefore become the evidence that Jesus’ announcement of “The 

Kingdom of God is near” (Mark 1:15), is more than words or wishful thinking. The covenant God 

of Israel is coming to his own, beginning the great reversal of human history. God is returning to 

Israel, the captives and exiles are being liberated, the beginning of the end has dawned!  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 3ASESSION 3ASESSION 3ASESSION 3A    ////////    Jesus’ Mighty Works and the Kingdom of God        //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. We cannot separate the King from the Kingdom. By what or whose authority is Jesus 

empowered as the King in this Kingdom? What is the evidence of this empowerment? 

 

 

 

  

2. What can we deduce from the types of mighty works that Jesus demonstrated (driving out 

demons, healing the sick)? What type of Kingdom would this indicate? Who or what would 

be in opposition to such a Kingdom? Why?  

 

 

 

 

3. If you were an observer of Jesus while He was performing these works, what would you think 

or feel? What do you think Christ’s goal was in performing these works? Do His actions make 

sense apart from the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you see a progression of events that are leading to some type of climax? What do you 

see? Where do they lead?  

 

 

 

 



13 

 

I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 3BSESSION 3BSESSION 3BSESSION 3B    ////////    Jesus’ Death and the Kingdom     //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

    

Christus Victor 

There are many questions that surface whenever thoughtful people consider the historical figure 

of Jesus. One of the most often asked and difficult to answer to this, “Why did Jesus die?” Since 

the Protestant Reformation, the church has answered this question primarily from the Apostle 

Paul’s perspective of “substitutionary atonement” and “justification by faith”. While theories may 

help us understand the effect of Jesus’ death, questions remain as to what Jesus did to warrant 

such a horrendous death. Did the Romans together with the Jewish leaders take Jesus life? What 

was Jesus’ intentionality about his death? Did he “lay down his life for the sheep as he predicted 

in John 10:11? How does the death of Jesus relate to his message of the Kingdom of God? 

For over one thousand years of church history the principle way of understanding the answer to 

the question, “Why did Jesus die?” would have been to as “to destroy the works of the devil.” In 

what was commonly referred to as “the classical view of the cross,” it was believed that Jesus’ 

death was intentional, strategic and eternal plan. Jesus is called the “Lamb of God slain before 

the foundation of the world.” Jesus’ death upon the cross was at the same time the responsibility 

of sinful people and an over-arching purpose of God. The Apostle Peter describes it in this way: 

”This man (Jesus) was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, 

with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” (Acts 2:23) The 

moment of abject weakness and wickedness, the cry of forsakenness and failure, was in fact the 

hour of Chris’s glory. In what for all the world appeared to be the devil’s greatest hour became 

his moment of defeat.  

The Apostle Paul spells this out even further in his Epistle to the Colossians. There Paul describes 

the triumph of Jesus’ cross with these words: 

“When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God 

made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, 

with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, 

nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (2:13-15) 
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 3BSESSION 3BSESSION 3BSESSION 3B    ////////    Jesus’ Death and the Kingdom        //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. Read Genesis 3:14-15. In this text, God curses the serpent for deceiving Eve in the garden. 

What specified judgement does God deliver to the serpent in 3:15? Could this have any 

bearing on the purpose of Jesus’ death? 

 

 

 

2. Read Isaiah 14:12-17. Isaiah appears to be addressing a contemporary political figure (the 

king of Babylon) and the spiritual powers behind the King. If this text refers to a Satan figure, 

what do we learn about him? What are his motives for opposing God’s rule and reign? What 

is God’s response?  

 

 

 

3. Read Luke 22:3. Of the three synoptic gospels only Luke employs the phrase, “Then Satan 

entered Judas.” If Satan was involved in the betrayal and death of Christ, what do you suspect 

was his hoped-for result?  

 

 

 

4. Read Acts 2:22-24. In this first Christian sermon preached by Peter, how does he balance 

human responsibility and the over-arching purpose of God in these actions?  

 

 

 

5. Read Colossians 2:14-15. How does Paul describe the purpose of God in Christ’s death? How 

does verse 15 relate to our theme of Jesus’ death and the Kingdom of God?  
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I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 4SESSION 4SESSION 4SESSION 4    ////////    Thy Kingdom Come     

 

Jesus taught his followers to pray. His model of prayer, what we call The Lord’s Prayer, begins 

with a warning not to “keep on babbling like the pagans” who think they will be heard for their 

many words. (Matthew 6:7-13) Instead, said Jesus, we should pray “Your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” How ironic that for millions of church goers the model 

prayer has been reduced to babble.  

What does it mean to pray “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven?” 

What do the commonly heard (but often not reflected upon) words of the prayer mean? How 

does this prayer relate to what we have learned in our study concerning the Kingdom of God?  

To understand the Lord’s Prayer we must see it in its’ very Jewish original context. Do you 

remember the Jewish timeline of history divided into two major eras, this present evil age and 

the age to come? To pray “May your Kingdom come and your will be done” is to invite the future 

age to come into the present. To pray “May your come” assumes there is a listening king who 

has a kingdom. It implies that the coming kingdom is somehow dependent upon the petitioners’ 

request. It also presupposes that another kingdom (this present evil age) is already in place and 

must be removed.  

Perhaps we would like to ask (are we allowed to ask these kinds of questions in church?) “Does 

this prayer ever really get answered?” We might like to say, “Enough already. Millions of people 

have prayed this prayer for two thousand years! How long must this go on?” The answer may be 

found in the battlefield imagery of skirmishes, battles, campaigns and ultimate victories. We are 

all involved in the waiting and working for the Kingdom of God. A Kingdom victory may appear 

very small, personal and insignificant. But a victory in a relatively small skirmish could influence 

the outcome of a battle, which can invigorate a campaign leading to a victorious conclusion. Just 

maybe the next time you pray the Paternoster (The Lord’s Prayer) the cosmos shall be at the 

tipping point!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

I BELIEVE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

SESSION 4SESSION 4SESSION 4SESSION 4    ////////    Thy Kingdom Come        //  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS//  QUESTIONS 

 

1. When you recite the Lord’s Prayer, or the “Our Father” if you have Roman Catholic roots, what 

do you feel? Does this prayer connect to essential spiritual insight or does it feel void of 

power?  

 

 

 

 

2. Review the Lord’s Prayer phrase by phrase. How does this prayer express a heart for the 

Kingdom of God?  

 

 

 

 

3. What might it look like in our city if the kingdom of God, the dynamic rule and reign of God, 

were having a greater influence? What kinds of activities might cease? What other kinds of 

actions might increase? What would the six o’clock evening news sound like were the 

kingdom of God in full control?  

 

 

 

 

4. How does admonition of Jesus to “seek first the kingdom of God and its righteousness” fit 

into this discussion? What does a lifestyle that seeks first the Kingdom look like? What might 

it look like for you?  

 


