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December 15, 2019   The King Is Born “God with Us: The Suffering King” 

Scripture: Isaiah 7:1-2, 13a, 14-16,53:5; Matthew 1:18-23 

Questions in this GPS marked with an arrow bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group leaders may 

add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion.  

A sign of God’s presence 

MONDAY 12.16.19   Isaiah 7:10-17 

King Ahaz was afraid—three kings were plotting to attack Judah. The prophet Isaiah said to ask for a sign 

that God was with him. The king didn’t want a sign but got one anyway. Scholar John Goldingay explained: 

“The sign involves a girl having a baby….If she is at the moment a virgin, she will be an unmarried girl who 

is going to marry and conceive in the usual way….The point is that by the time a few months have passed 

and the girl has had her baby, the crisis that preoccupies Ahaz will be over. It will have been proved that 

‘God is with us,’ and she will be able to call her baby God-is-with-us, Immanuel.” * 

• As we’ve seen before in this series, the Old Testament prophets generally delivered messages from 

God first of all to situations in their own time. That’s the case here, as scholar David F. Payne observed: 

“No natural exegesis can apply v. 16 to a far-distant future.” ** What made it important for King Ahab 

and the people of Judah to remember that God was with them as their tiny nation faced the cruel 

menace of the mighty Assyrian empire? 

➢ Isaiah introduced the name “Immanuel” (or “Emmanuel”) which meant “God with us.” God was with 

God’s people in Isaiah’s time, in an ultimate way in Jesus (next Saturday, December 21, we’ll study how 

Matthew applied Isaiah’s words to Jesus' birth) and is with us today. What settings or practices help to 

make God’s presence real to you? How do you keep your heart more open to God’s presence than 

King Ahaz was? 

Prayer: O Lord, apparently King Ahaz had decided what he wanted to do, so he didn’t want a sign from you 

that might challenge him to act differently. Help me keep my heart and mind open to your wisdom and 

guidance. Amen. 

 

Advent Family Activity: Discuss what your family has done this year that would be considered a “gift to 

the Lord.” Think of a way you could give one more “gift to the Lord” this holiday season. Consider creating a 

gift for another person, helping a child or family in need, making a financial contribution to a church or 

agency. 

* John Goldingay, Isaiah for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, p. 35. 

** David F. Payne on Isaiah in F. F. Bruce, gen. ed. New International Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1979, p. 

727. 



“The one who will redeem Israel” 

TUESDAY 12.17.19   Psalm 130:1-8 

Sometimes people assert that God was not forgiving until Jesus came. But trust and hope in God’s promise 

to forgive and show mercy was the central theme of Psalm 130, one of the “journey songs” Israelites sang 

as they journeyed to Jerusalem for Passover. God’s faithful love and great redemption was a source of joy 

for them. It is still one reason we light the candle of joy every year during Advent. 

• There was a historical basis for the psalmist’s trust. “[Faithful love] is one of the fundamental qualities of 

God revealed shortly after God had forgiven Israel for the sin of the gold calf (see Exodus 34:6). This 

was indeed a great redemption and serves as the foundation for the confidence stated in Psalm 130:8.” 

* In what ways does the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus give you an even stronger historical 

reason to trust in God’s forgiveness? 

• In verse 6, the psalmist repeated for emphasis the image of a watchman in a dark, dark night 

(remember, no electric streetlights!) waiting, longing for the morning. Then he said, “Israel, wait for the 

LORD!” (verse 7) During Advent we once again join in waiting for the Lord. In what parts of your life do 

you most yearn for Jesus' light this year? How can Jesus’ great redemption bring light into even the 

darkest situations? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, too often, I take you for granted. This Advent season remind me that living in  trust and 

joy, even when I have to wait, is one key to the good life you have for me. Amen. 

 

Advent Family Activity: Sunday School guides, teachers and other volunteers give generously of their 

time, helping us understand God’s teaching. Write a thank you note to someone and deliver it in person on 

Sunday or mail it. 

* J. Clinton McCann, Jr. Study note on Psalm 130:7 in The CEB Study Bible (Nashville: Common English Bible, 2013), p. 986 OT. 

 

A new covenant based on forgiveness  

WEDNESDAY 12.18.19   Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Roughly 100 years after Isaiah, the prophet Jeremiah grieved over Judah’s faithlessness which was leading 

to judgment and exile. But he also looked to a beyond it to a future based on God’s mercy. He said God 

pledged to “engrave” his instructions on each heart that was open to God’s love. Then he added God’s 

merciful promise: “I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again remember their sins.” 

➢ Jeremiah connected God “engraving” God’s instructions on our hearts (an echo of the tables of stone on 

which God engraved the 10 Commandments—cf. Exodus 31:18) with God mercifully forgiving our sins. 

In what ways do you believe mercy can change the way a person lives? How, if at all, has your 

awareness of God’s forgiving mercy in Jesus moved you toward living as God wants you to live? 

• Scholar J. Andrew Dearman wrote, “Jeremiah 31 is the voice of an inspired spiritual ancestor who 

spoke to his contemporaries about the shape God’s action would take in their lives and that of their 

descendants (e.g., return from exile, a purified worship, knowledge of forgiveness).…Signs of 

redemption point not only to what has already been accomplished in Christ but also to what still lies 

ahead. There is always a future tense to the life of believers.”* This Advent season, what do you look 

forward to as God continues to work in your heart and life? 

Prayer: Lord God, in your mercy please keep engraving your ways on my heart, so clearly and so deeply 

that nothing I encounter in this life can wash them away. Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+31%3A18&version=CEB


Advent Family Activity: Pile in the car and drive around the community looking at Christmas lights. Look 

for all the characters in the Christmas story including Mary, Joseph, the angels, the wise men, some 

animals, the innkeeper and, of course, Baby Jesus! 
* J. Andrew Dearman, Jeremiah in The NIV Application Commentary, p. 291. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002. 

 

The suffering servant who “carried the sin of many” 

THURSDAY 12.19.19   Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Scholar David Payne observed, “It is impossible for any Christian to read the passage without immediately 

thinking of its fulfilment in Christ, many centuries later; and unconsciously we fill in any ‘gaps’ in the account. 

The prophet himself never named the Servant, nor even identified him plainly as the Messiah.” * Then what 

was the point for the first audience of this prophet at the end of the exile? “It picks up and concludes the 

message of the earlier passages (Isaiah 42:1–4; 49:1–6; 50:4–9)” that outlined “the ministry of the Servant 

of the Lord.” * 

• The prophet didn’t name or title the servant, so the four “servant songs” caused a lot of study and 

comment in the centuries before Jesus' birth. The servant, it seemed, suffered not for his own wrongs, 

but to change people who “have turned to other gods, trusted in politics rather than God, and let people 

with power and resources take advantage of people without power and resources.” ** How have faithful 

servants, ancient and modern, suffered in seeking to turn such people back to God’s ways? 

➢ Tomorrow we’ll look at why and how New Testament Christians applied today’s passage to Jesus. But 

even before we see at that, is there a sense in which God calls you as a Christ-follower to be a “servant” 

to others, even people who may not “deserve” your concern or involvement? Might these “servant 

songs” mean, in part, that it won’t do to stand back in indifferent innocence while others choose actions 

and attitudes that lead to pain and destruction? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you succeeded through self-giving love, even to suffering for others—and so did your 

servants through the ages. Reshape any of my flawed notions of “success,” and help me to live as one of 

your faithful servants. Amen. 

 

Advent Family Activity: Mary and Joseph had both challenges and joys as they raised Jesus. Offer a 

spoken or written prayer for the children in your family – immediate family, extended family, family of faith. 

Thank God for creating each child in God’s image. Ask for guidance as you serve as a parent or loved one 

in each child’s life. 

* David F. Payne on Isaiah in F. F. Bruce, gen. ed. New International Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1979, 

p. 756. 

** John Goldingay, Isaiah for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, p. 206. 

 

Jesus—being the “suffering servant” 

FRIDAY 12.20.19   Luke 22:35-37, Matthew 8:14-17 

Rabbis proposed many people Isaiah’s fourth “servant song” might apply to. Before his arrest, Jesus quoted 

Isaiah 53:12 about being himself “counted with criminals” (cf. Luke 4:17-21; 24:27, 44 for other times when 

Jesus linked his own ministry to Hebrew Scriptures). The first Christians followed Jesus' lead, as in today’s 

Matthew reading. They often alluded to and quoted Isaiah 53 and other passages to describe Jesus' 

redemptive suffering. That didn’t deny Isaiah’s initial meaning: “This vision of what God might achieve 

through his servant helped the New Testament to understand what Jesus was about and to understand the 

church’s vocation.” * 

➢ Before Jesus, few students thought Isaiah 53’s picture of suffering applied to the Messiah. But Jesus 

lived out that passage’s profound truth. “The only ultimate way to conquer evil is to let it be smothered 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+42%3A1%E2%80%934%3B+49%3A1%E2%80%936%3B+50%3A4%E2%80%939&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A17-21%3B+24%3A27%2C+44&version=CEB


within a willing, living human being. When it is absorbed there…it loses its power and goes no further.” 

** What does Jesus' choice to defeat evil by being the Suffering Servant tell you about the kind of God 

you serve? When have you faced evil? How can Jesus’ example guide you toward the only way to truly 

defeat evil? 

• Paul, transformed by following Jesus, told Roman Christians: “Bless people who harass you—bless and 

don’t curse them.” “Don’t pay back anyone for their evil actions with evil actions.” We trust God to finally 

end evil, so he wrote, “Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good” (Romans 12:14, 17, 21). 

CAN good defeat evil, or is that just naïve, idealistic talk? When you have paid back hurt for hurt or 

wrong for wrong, how did that change you? Did it make the situation better or worse? 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for being the ultimate suffering servant. Please teach me how to transform 

any suffering I endure into a creative, life-giving force as well. Amen. 

 

Advent Family Activity: Mary treasured special moments in her heart. Take a photo or draw a picture of 

your family doing something that you treasure in your hearts. Ideas could include praying together, playing 

games, eating a family meal or vacationing. Journal special words that have been said to you. 
* John Goldingay, Isaiah for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, p. 206. 

** Yancey, Philip, The Jesus I Never Knew. Zondervan. Kindle Edition, p. 204. 

 

The birth that made “God with us” a reality 

SATURDAY 12.21.19   Matthew 1:18-25 

Did you know? 

The Church of the Resurrection offers 33 Candlelight Christmas Eve services over the next three days. 

Please join us. Why not invite one or more friends to share the peace and joy with you? Click on your 

campus name—Leawood, West, Downtown, Blue Springs or Overland Park—for service times. 

 

Matthew told the story of Jesus’ birth from Joseph’s standpoint, engaged to Mary as the story began. Mary 

lived in the tiny village of Nazareth, but the slender evidence in the gospels suggests that Bethlehem was 

Joseph’s home town (cf. Luke 2:1-4). If so, that hints that their families arranged the marriage, as was 

common in their time. * Matthew quoted Isaiah 7:14 to say that Jesus' birth meant “God with us.” On 

Monday we studied Isaiah 7’s initial meaning for events in Isaiah’s day. But Pastor Hamilton wrote, 

“Matthew was not confused nor was he misinterpreting Isaiah….I think he was saying, ‘Jesus, like that first 

Immanuel, was a sign sent by God that you might know God is with you, that you might know he will never 

leave you’….Jesus, in a way the first Immanuel could not, incarnated the presence and love of the God who 

rules over the entire universe.” ** 

• Matthew linked Jesus’ birth with “Immanuel,” “God with us.” Jesus said, “Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I’m there with them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus would tell his disciples, “Whoever 

has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Jesus pledged that “I myself will be with you every day 

until the end of this present age” (Matthew 28:20). Scholar William Barclay said “God with us” meant 

“Jesus is the one person who can tell us what God is like, and what God means us to be. In him alone 

we see what God is and what [humans] ought to be.” *** In what ways have you made Jesus central to 

your view of God? Has that helped you avoid some of the fearful, negative images of God that burden 

some people? The angel said to name the child “Jesus” (the Greek form of the Hebrew “Joshua” = 

“Yahweh is salvation”). This child, he said, would save people from their greatest enemy: sin, missing 

God’s path for living fully. How sure are you that Jesus is in fact the savior from sin that you need? 

http://cor.org/leawood/christmas
http://cor.org/west/christmas
https://cor.org/downtown/christmas
https://cor.org/bluesprings/christmas
https://cor.org/overlandpark/christmas
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-4&version=CEB


Prayer: Lord Jesus, the God of the universe with us as a tiny human infant? Who could have expected 

that? Teach me to trust and follow you in whatever unexpected ways you work to transform our world into 

what you created it to be. Amen. 

 

Advent Family Activity: We are to listen to and know the word of God. Choose some favorite Scripture 

verses. Write them on slips of paper and place them in a container, creating a “Blessing Box.” Each  

day, choose one from the box and read the verse aloud or select one each week to read repeatedly  

and memorize. 

* For the evidence, see Adam Hamilton, The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2011,  

pp. 38-40. 

** Adam Hamilton, The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2011, p. 48. (Pages 46-50 of the 

book offer a fuller explanation of Isaiah’s prophecy and the way Matthew applied it.) 

*** William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew—Volume 1, Chapters 1-10 in The Daily Study Bible Series. Louisville: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 1976, p. 21. 

 

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer  Prayers of peace and comfort for: 

David Bleakley and family following the death of Jeanne Bleakley (mother), 12/3/2019 

Larry Huff and family following the death of Scott Huff (son), 12/8/2019. 

Judy Buchman and family following the death of Dan Buchman (husband), 12/7/2019 

 


