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August 9, 2020 “A Resilient Faith: Cultivating Resilience Through Relationships”
Scripture: James 2:14-18
Resilient relationships: love in action
MONDAY 8.10.20 James 2:14-18
The great reformer Martin Luther did not like the letter of James. He (mistakenly) believed the book taught that
human works earn salvation. In fact, James offered an important reminder of what a faith-filled life looks like in
practical terms. For example, he said, we do not feed the hungry to gain God’s favor. We feed the hungry
because our faith in God’s saving favor leads us to help others be resilient in the loving spirit of Jesus.
• The apostle Paul taught the same idea as James. He wrote, “You are saved by God’s grace because of
your faith. This salvation is God’s gift….It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. Instead, we
are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things.” (Ephesians 2:8-10) The “good
things” we do grow out of God’s unearned gift. Have you ever felt as if you were working to earn favor
with God? Do you need to change any of your thinking to put faith and action in the proper order?
Faith does not mean sitting idle with our hands piously folded. Like the apostles, Methodism’s founder
John Wesley taught that we serve God with our head, our heart and our hands, that true faith produces
good works. Working on Jesus’ behalf looks different than it did before Covid-19 changed our world.
What creative ways have you found in the last 4-5 months to work for God and God’s people in ways
that show your faith?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to fully accept your love and grace, so that it empowers and energizes me to
keep resiliently serving all the people that I can in your loving spirit. Amen.
Jesus showed us a love that never gives up
TUESDAY 8.11.20 John 13:34-35
Jesus lived, and taught his followers to live, a resilient, tenacious love expressed by the Greek word
“agape.” “God does not merely tolerate sinners: he loves them….God for all his ability to punish and for all
his own spotless purity does not regard sinners with aversion, but with love, with the costly love we see in
the cross where Jesus died to save them.” * Christ-followers trust in and aim to live out the truth that Jesus
showed that God loves us, and that God’s love reshapes all of life for the better.
• The most distinctive response Jesus asked of his followers was to live in God’s love, which meant loving
one another. When he said his new commandment was to love each other “just as I have loved you,”
that took “love” to a whole new level of sacrifice and commitment. What, in practical terms, does it mean
for you to love others as Jesus loves you?
• You invite a non-religious friend to church. Your friend asks, “There are a lot of churches – why should I
go to yours?” Do you cite our big buildings, beautiful window, impressive offerings, many volunteers,
worldwide missions impact, superb sermons or music? How long would it take you to arrive at Jesus’
way of answering that question: “This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you
love each other”?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you did not love me as a matter of warm emotions. You made hard choices and
sometimes denied your own comfort to love me. Now help me keep learning how to love the way you love.
Amen.
* Leon Morris, article “Love” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992, p. 494.

Living out agape love every day
WEDNESDAY 8.12.20 Philippians 2:1-4
In verse 1 of today’s reading, the apostle Paul listed four lofty spiritual benefits that can be ours in Christ. Then
in verses 2-4, he appealed to his readers to live their day-to-day lives in ways that made those spiritual
qualities into walking, breathing relational realities. His powerful vision of life continues to speak to Christ’s
followers today: “Christians are to work for the good of others rather than putting their own good first.” *
Paul said we need Christ’s love and the Spirit’s presence to grow the kind of agape love he called the
Philippians to live out (verse 1). How can this God-given, unselfish love turn “win/lose” conflicts toward
the hope of “win/win” outcomes, especially when we are spending more time together than usual? How
can you grow to see stronger relationships as worth more than always getting your way?
• In verse 2, Paul wrote, “Complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, being united,
and agreeing with each other.” God created each of us unique, with our own minds and personalities.
These differences add spice to our relationships. How can you live out Paul’s call to “have the same
love” and “be united” without sacrificing the good qualities that make you unique?
Prayer: King Jesus, I’m thankful for your encouragement, comfort, sharing and sympathy. I want to
respond to your giving love by becoming more and more a source of those good things for others in my life.
Amen.
* Jerry L. Sumney, study note on Philippians 2:4 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 376 NT.

Finding joy in resilient agape love
THURSDAY 8.13.20 John 15:9-13
Scholar William Barclay wrote, “We are chosen for joy. However, hard the Christian way is, it is, both in the
travelling and in the goal, the way of joy. There is always a joy in doing the right thing….A gloomy Christian
is a contradiction in terms, and nothing in all religious history has done Christianity more harm than its
connection with black clothes and long faces.” * On the night before he died on a Roman cross, Jesus
reminded his followers that living out his agape love is ultimately the path to joy.
• Jesus began John 15:9 with ten key words: “As the Father loved me, I too have loved you.” As the
moon reflects the sun’s light, our love for others at its best reflects God’s love for us. On this Thursday,
how will you live out your commitment to love God and others? How can your church be, above all, a
living model of God’s unceasing love for all people? To what extent have you learned to see self-giving,
not self-gratification, as key to a genuinely joyous life?
Jesus said “remain in my love” less than 12 hours before he died on a cross. “Love” (agape) as he used it
was more resilient and lasting than gushy emotion! How has taking Jesus as the best model of what love
means changed or deepened your understanding of what it means to love others? In what situations have
you had to make tough choices to answer the question, “What’s the most loving thing to do?”
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you know how much I like pleasing myself. Keep teaching me how to find life’s deepest
joy in living out your model of self-giving to bless others. Amen.
* William Barclay, Daily Study Bible Series: The Gospel of John—Volume 2, Chapters 8–21 (Revised Edition). Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 1975, p. 177.

Resilient faith helping people they’d never met
FRIDAY 8.14.20 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
“God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace” (verse 8). “You will be
made rich in every way” (verse 11). The apostle Paul, not a rich man by earthly standards, wrote that! Even
to people in the large city of Corinth, he used the farm language of harvest, of God increasing their crop. He
challenged them (and us) to rethink what “rich” really means. God-given generosity toward others makes
them and us more resilient.
Paul’s specific focus was an offering from Gentile Christians to support poor Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem. Yet he focused on what God gives us: “everything you need always,” “every kind of grace”
and “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every way.” When (if ever) have
you received a gift that “left you speechless,” that words couldn’t fully describe? How would you
compare that feeling with God’s gift(s) of which Paul spoke?
• Scholar N.T. Wright wrote, “Paul’s vision of God’s people is firmly rooted in the Bible….Here we have
three passages [note the references in today’s passage]…which together help him construct a larger
picture of who God’s people are, what their goal in life should be, and how generosity in giving plays a
vital part in it all.” * How does (or doesn’t) generosity fit into your picture of what it means to be one of
God’s people? How does generosity make you and others more resilient?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you gave, literally, all you had to give for me “for the sake of the joy” laid out in front of
you (Hebrews 12:2). Teach me more each day about the joy of generosity. Amen.
* Wright, N.T., Paul for Everyone: 2 Corinthians (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 101). Westminster John Knox Press.
Kindle Edition.

Forgiveness, peace, love—the resilient life God gives us
SATURDAY 8.15.20 Colossians 3:12-15
The apostle Paul called his readers to “take off the old human nature with its practices and put on the new
nature.” (In other words, “resilience” is not just doing the same old things no matter what. Often resilience
requires us to change.) In today’s reading Paul listed six positive qualities we can “put on” (verses 12, 14),
with love as the crowning quality in the list. That kind of inner changing is not as quick and easy, of course, as
changing a soiled garment for a clean one. If it were, we’d need verse 13 about forgiveness a whole lot less!
But the image of “putting on” these lovely qualities reminds us that their ultimate source is God, not us. God
offers them to us—it is up to us to decide to “put them on” to make our relationships better and more resilient.
• “Put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Be tolerant with each other and, if
someone has a complaint…, forgive each other. As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other.
And over all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” “This life reflects [the
Colossians’] identity as the loved, forgiven, reconciled people of God in Christ.” * In what ways is God’s
love, forgiveness and reconciliation shaping your life today? How much of the time do you live that way
in your relationships? Has being “locked down” together made this kind of life more characteristic of you
or less? If you fail to “put on” this way of life, what blocks you? (If you need help understanding and
dealing with any of that, remember that Resurrection has help available (at cor.org/care/counseling).
Prayer: Loving Jesus, guide me. Help me to live so that words like “peace,” “unity,” “humility” and “love” will
be the main qualities others see in me. Amen.
* J. R. Daniel Kirk, study note on Colossians 3:12-17 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 386 NT.

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer Prayers of peace and comfort for:
Matt Bisel and family following the death of Jan Smith (mother-in-Law), 7/24/2020
Whitney Balaun and family following the death of Elizabeth "Beth" Copp (mother), 7/26/2020
Susan Warrington and family following the death of Vena Fischer (mother), 7/28/2020
Debbie and Jeff Brunk and family following the death of Jordan Brunk (son), 7/29/2020
Renee Young and family following the death of Terry Noss (father), 7/30/2020
Joyce Plants and family following the death of Joe Horton (family member), 8/2/2020
Steve Brooker and family following the death of Peggy Brooker (wife), 8/3/2020
Diane Hetler and family following the death of Craig Hetler (husband), 8/4/2020
Robbie Malchow and family following the death of Shirley Carlson (mother), 8/5/2020

