
  
April 17, 2022   The Crucified and Resurrected Life 
Scripture: Luke 24:1-11 (CEB) 
 
Very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women went to the tomb, bringing the 
fragrant spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. They didn’t know what to make of this. Suddenly, 
two men were standing beside them in gleaming bright clothing. The women were frightened and 
bowed their faces toward the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember what he told you while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Human One must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” Then they remembered his words. When they returned from the tomb, they reported all these 
things to the eleven and all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles. Their words struck the apostles 
as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the women. 
 
Note to readers: 
During Lent, the GPS has led us to read the entire gospel of Luke. some daily readings have been 
longer than usual. In this first week after Lent we read the good news of Jesus' resurrection, so have 
an extra cup of coffee, or maybe use your lunch break—make the time to finish reading the whole 
gospel with us. 
 
News no one expected 
MONDAY 4.18.22   Luke 24:1-12 
 
“Early in the morning on the first day of the week” the loyal women went back to where Jesus' body 
was laid (Luke 23:55). They went to get his dead body ready for lasting burial, but found no body. 
Two men in gleaming clothes asked, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He isn’t here, 
but has been raised.” The women shared that, but “their words struck the apostles as nonsense” (true 
to form for that day). No one expected the Easter event, though Jesus had foretold it (cf. Luke 9:22). 
• When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus’ body was wrapped in typical grave cloths. 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Untie him’” (John 11:44). As Peter peered into Jesus' empty tomb, “he saw 
only the linen cloth.” Grave robbers would never have taken time to unwrap the body and leave 
the cloth. One sign that Jesus’ resurrection was qualitatively unique was that no one had to untie 
him. That resurrection changed everything for Peter. What effect has it had on you? 

• Author Phillip Yancey said how the gospels’ told of the resurrection rang true: “Accounts of the 
discovery of the empty tomb sound breathless and fragmentary….the early reports seem wispy, 
mysterious, confused. Surely conspirators could have done a neater job of depicting what they 
would later claim to be the hinge event of history.” * What made the gospel stories’ reliability vital 
to the apostles’ faith (and to yours) (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:14-19)? 



Prayer: Lord Jesus, there was nothing predictable about that stunning, world-changing day when, 
against all odds, you rose from the dead. Help me take in, and live out, all the ways that day changed 
everything about how I see the world. Amen. 
* Phillip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995, p. 212.) 
 
Dear GPS reader, we have been grateful for your positive response to the 40 Days of Transformation 
videos we shared during Lent. We have registered your appreciative comments, and there will be 
similar projects in the future. We do not currently have the resources to produce daily videos for the 
whole year, but stay tuned—there is more to come! 
 
Disciples discouraged by the cross  
TUESDAY 4.19.22   Luke 24:13-24 
 
Luke shared details about Jesus' birth that no other gospel included, and his research (Luke 1:3) 
found this unique story about the resurrection day. Jesus, unrecognized, walked with two disciples 
discussing recent events. They felt disillusioned (“we had hoped”—verse 21), sad about the 
crucifixion, and stunned that some women said Jesus' body was not in the tomb. Note that these two 
followers gave no sign that they believed the report—just that it puzzled them. 
• Scholar N. T. Wright noted, “It wasn’t simply…that they couldn’t recognize him. This is a strange 

feature of the resurrection stories, in Matthew (28:17) and John (20:14; 21:4, 12) as well as here 
….Jesus’ body, emerging from the tomb, had been transformed. It was the same, yet different—a 
mystery we shall perhaps never unravel until we ourselves share the same risen life.” * Do you 
long to share the gift of that risen life, even the aspects that for now remain puzzling to us? 

• Cleopas, like the other disciples, was still in the grip of preconceived ideas of what the Messiah 
would be and do (cf. Luke 9:44-45). In what ways can fixed assumptions today make it harder for 
you to trust the Bible’s testimony? When have you found greater joy and peace after letting God 
alter or overturn some fixed idea you may have held for years? 

Prayer: Loving Lord, when I feel discouraged, disillusioned, or disbelieving, please come and join me 
on the road. It is at those times, in particular, that I need your living, loving presence with me. Amen.  
* Wright, N. T., Luke for Everyone (New Testament for Everyone) (p. 295). SPCK. Kindle Edition. 
 
Puzzled eyes opened 
WEDNESDAY 4.20.22   Luke 24:25-32 
 
On the road to Emmaus, Jesus interpreted for his dispirited followers “the things written about himself 
in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets” (verse 27). As he broke 
and blessed bread for them, they recognized him in a flash of insight and memory. His transformed 
body disappeared, but they joyfully realized that their hearts were “on fire” as Jesus explained the 
deep message of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
• Scholar William Barclay said this story “tells us of the ability of Jesus to make sense of things…. 

Jesus came and talked with them, and the meaning of life became clear, and the darkness 
became light…. It is only in Jesus that, even in the bewildering times, we learn what life means.” * 
Can you recall any moments when something painful and puzzling suddenly made more sense in 
the light of Jesus' love and grace? 



• The two disciples may well have been husband and wife (cf. John 19:25; “Clopas” and “Cleopas” 
were likely the same person). They urged their road companion to stay with them, as a married 
couple would. If they hadn’t, they’d have missed the joy of recognizing the risen Jesus. How do 
you, individually and as a family, go about inviting Jesus into your life? How have you learned to 
recognize his presence amid everyday life’s pressures? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want you, I need you, to be with me at home and everywhere I go. Like those 
early disciples, I invite you to join me and stay with me at every meal, and every moment. Amen. 
* William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke (Revised Edition). Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975, p. 295. 
 
You are witnesses: “It’s really me!” 
THURSDAY 4.21.22   Luke 24:33-49 
 
After recognizing Jesus alive, the two disciples rushed to tell the news. As they spoke, Jesus stood in 
the room. Luke, a first-century physician (cf. Colossians 4:14), noted details showing Jesus was no 
ghost, but alive in the flesh. “24:43 he took it and ate it. Many Jewish sources doubted that angels ate 
human food.” * Jesus clarified the Scriptures to all the disciples and appointed them to share his life-
changing forgiveness. “You are witnesses,” he said. God would empower them for their mission. 
• Jesus’ summary of his message in verse 47 was “the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 

the third day, and a change of heart and life for the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his 
name to all nations.” In what ways does believing that Jesus rose from the dead change your 
heart and life? How does the resurrection make credible for you Jesus' claim to have the divine 
authority to forgive your sins? 

• Pastor Bruce Larson noted that Luke was “familiar with the Greek philosophy that the body and its 
appetites were evil. The soul and mind were good. The Greeks believed that in death the mind 
and spirit were freed from their bondage to the body….Luke, in spite of his Greek background, 
underscored the Hebrew theology…of the unity of body, mind, and soul.” * Later the Apostles’ 
Creed said, “I believe in the resurrection of the body.” Do you believe in that, and count on it? 

Prayer: King Jesus, I am so grateful that you conquered death and offer me the hope of resurrection! 
Help me rejoice in that hope and be your witness to share that hope with others. Amen.  
* Zondervan, NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook (Kindle Locations 234651-234653). 
 
Jesus’ story, continued 
FRIDAY 4.22.22   Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:1-8 
 
Luke wrote not one book, but two. Jesus’ story went on directly into “volume 2,” the book of Acts. 
Jesus charged his followers to witness to him, but not just with their own courage or cleverness. They 
were to wait for the Holy Spirit’s power. Jesus' “marching orders” were clear, but they must have felt 
breathtaking and daunting to the small group of disciples (about 120—cf. Acts 1:15). They’re still our 
orders, and still breathtaking: “make disciples of all nations….to the end of the earth.” 
• Surely God could have written Jesus’ story in the clouds or spoken it from the skies. But God’s 

divine wisdom made people (us!) the main means to carry out the mission: “You will be my 
witnesses.” How did Jesus' vision make it central for his family of believers to always keep a 
mission-driven, outward focus for their life together? Whose witness has shaped your life? In what 
ways can/could you live out Jesus' commission to be one of his witnesses? 



• Jesus ordered his disciples “not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised.” 
We Americans often feel driven and impatient. Has it ever been hard for you to remember that 
Jesus order not to try to do his work on your own, without God’s power, applies to you, too? How 
could “going it alone” hinder, not advance, God’s mission, or hinder your spiritual growth? 

Prayer: Jesus, I love your audacity in telling 120 people in a small Roman province to reach “to the 
end of the earth.” I love the Holy Spirit’s power that goes with that mission. Fill me with that vision and 
that Spirit. Amen. 
 
Not an end, but a beginning 
SATURDAY 4.23.22   Acts 1:9-14 
 
Luke wanted Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4) and all future readers to know that Jesus’ story didn’t end in 
Jerusalem with the cross, the resurrection, or even the ascension. The risen Jesus told his followers 
his saving work would keep right on going through the rest of human history. As the risen Lord left 
earth, two men in white (like the heavenly messengers who announced his resurrection—cf. Luke 
24:4) said this was not the end of Jesus' story—he would return. His followers (including Mary, Jesus’ 
mother—this is the last passage in the Bible that mentioned her) devoted themselves to prayer to 
prepare for the huge task that now lay before them. 
• Verse 14 introduces a theme that runs through the whole story of Acts: “The spirit of unity and the 

practice of prayer are major features of community life (cf. Acts 2:1, 42-44; 3:1; 4:23-32; 6:6; 13:1-
3; 16:13, 16; 20:36-37; 21:5).” Some of this group had argued at the Last Supper about which of 
them would be the greatest (cf. Luke 22:24), and they would disagree at times in the years ahead 
(e.g. Acts 11:1-3, 15:1-2, 7). What united them in Acts 1? What do you imagine Mary, the eleven 
apostles (sadly, Judas was no longer with them), Jesus’ brothers and the others prayed about? 
We need that prayerful, worshipful unity to carry out the mission Jesus gave us as much or more 
as they did. In what ways can you cultivate an overarching spirit of unity with those who join you in 
serving God, even when there are differences of opinion or approach? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I get so busy, “devoted” to so many things. Remind me, at least five times a day, 
how important it is that I devote myself to prayer. Help me keep my connection with you living and 
active. Amen. 
* F. Scott Spencer, study note on Acts 1:14 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 218NT. 
 
Prayer Requests – https://cor.org/prayer Prayers of peace and comfort for: 
Please pray for our church family members who are serving in the military, and those listed below 
who have recently lost loved ones. 
 
To Jill Hiebertand family following the death of John 'Jack' Hiebert(husband), who died 4/1/2022. 
 
To Kay Novak and family following the death of Roger Novak (husband), who died 4/9/2022. 
 
To Jason Valdez and family following the death of Octavian Arthur “Art” Valdez (dad), who died 
3/7/2022. 
 
 
 If you would like prayer, please submit a prayer request online, and our pastors and prayer 
team will pray for you. 


